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| 0), Virtue! Virtue! what art thou become ? 


That, Men ſhou'd leave Thee, for that Toy, a Woman ! 
Dryden. 
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F the genuin Aim of Satire is the Redreſs of 
Lew Ev; this Sort of Writing is particularly al- 


== Jow'd to be bold, impartial, and ſevere: bold! 
that it may attack All who are the proper Objefts of its 
Indignation; impartial ! that it may do them compleat 
Juſtice ; and ſevere ! that it may deter them from per ſifting 
in their Practices, and Others from Jalling into the ſame. 


For the W J have * 7 hope I may be excus'd, 
at leaft among the truly Experienc'd and Unbiaſs'd of my own 
Sex; not only for the Reaſonableneſs of It; but by V irtue 
of ſome celebrated Examples of this K * Juvenal and 
Boileau having treated this Subject, with as much, or more 
Severity; and even the polite and elegant Virgil's 


—————varium, et mutabile, ſemper 
Femina— —_ 


Ts, I think as Sharp an Invective againſt the ſemale Sex, 
att can be cumpris d in J o ſmall a Compaſs. 
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The PREFACE. 


Nevertheleſs, I preſume the most Deſerving of Woman. 
kind, have no Cauſe of Diſtaſt; not only as They are 
above Cenſure, and may therefore bid Defyance to It, but 
becauſe an Exploding the Degenerate, is the beft Foil, to 
render oppoſite Excellence, the more diſtinguiſpabl y-emi- 
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Their Chaſtity, or anctity; ; Deceir ; 1 


4 * Pretence, or neceſſary Tool, ; kg 
To catch the fond and unexpe riencd Fool; TEE 
IST fois 


Tis ever artificially deſignd? | AX | 


To gloss or cover the delective Mind: * 
As Braggadocios ſeldom dare to figh 1 


* 


As Fops are never perfe ealy polite; . 


64 
So They, who Virtue and Religion boaſt, 


Are conſequently They who need Them moſt. 
But lo! ſome Fop for their Defence Prepares, 
And thus his fond Impertinence declares: 
« Hold Sir! tis moſt ungen'rous, thus to vex, 
With foul Aſperſions, the defenceleſs Sex; 
« Let, what You ſay, ſufficiently appear, 
And make your Argument, by Reaſon clear: 
What You require, ſufficiently III do, 
Sweet Sir, by Reaſon, by Example too; 
To ſhew I follow Juſtice more than S __ 


MERr— 


e Meſaling, Hundreds more, 
Each well-recorded, bare-fac'd brazen Whore, 
TH rudely paſs, and gently turn to Thoſe, 

Who wou'd more gravely on the World impoſe; 
To Thoſe, whom Virtue, or religious Pride 
Cov? ring, wou'd hipocritically hide; 0 
Unconſcionable Jades ! who lov'd the Game, 

And woud have AY the 5 Oy, without the Blame! 


AAN „„ 


Who choſe "phe: any ha We wou ud 1 do). 


* See the Story of the Eplej ian Matron, in n No A 


1 e 
A luſty, living Lover to prefer, 
Before a Husband in his Sepulcher; 
Beſides, for Charity She took Him in, 
And Charity was never thought a Sin; 
It was a very cold and ſtormy Night, 
The Lady was in a prodigious W 
Vet only yielded to a Man of Might, 
W bo many bloody Battles had endurd, 
And was perhaps to Victory inurd; 
What Wonder then, the helpleſs Dame was won? 
Enfeebled by the Penance She had done! 
What. tho She was to 'Hubby fo ſevere? 
'T was but toblige the Man ſhe held more dear! 
And that ſuch Rigour to the Dead ſhe us d, | 
Was, that the-Living ſhou'd not be abus d! 
Such Things, I ſay, III paſs regardleſs by, 
As Trifles, Matters of meer Raillery ; 
But mention Thoſe, of whom kind Rumour tells 
Far better Things, and calls ſuch Miracles! 
The World (that from Appearances {till draws 
Concluſions ; not conſidering well the Cauſe) 
"IN - Has 


[5] 

The puny violated “ Roman Ddame 

Has raſhly crown'd with everlaſting Fame; 
For, that She ſeem d ſo deſperately niſe; 
Sure, her Complection was as cold as Ice 35 bn#. 
Or arquin, as il-favour'd as a Bear. 
And not ſo fit to tempt Her, as to ſcare: 
Or elſe He took Her in a moody Vein, no 20% 
When Spleen her Heart, and Tm ſeiZdÞ her 


Brain; 5 | £0 E BN bak 
And then the Dame her ann Blood might 
ſpill, * = OT 13. N19 00 In | 


Becauſe the filthy Ruffian croſs'd her Will; 
For, Wilfulneſs ſincerely They revere, 
Nor are their Beauty and Renown more dear - 
But, had She in a proper Humour been, 
Eaſy and free, and on a merry Pin; £ 
Had her plump Veins been fill d with vig rousire 
And the Gallant well-ſuited her Deſire; 
Had She (the Deed committed) ſtill been Aire, 5 
Her Reputation wou'd no Blot endure; 
The reſolute, the celebrated Bride, 


Had killt d Herſelf, before She had _ d! 
*-  acretia,- But 


: US] 

But ſome admiring Fops (with Hands and ade 
Uplifted) raiſe Syſanna to the Skies; 

Becauſe ſhe bravely ſtood, nor baſely fell 

By two old Fumblers whom they hate as Hell: 
But hadtheſe been two young robuſtous Men, 
Oh, rare Suſanna ! where had'ſt thou been then 
And yet, the Lady might have been afraid, 
Their Indiſcretion had her Fame betrayd -: 
For, Youngſters, as tis known, in ſucha Caſe, 
Have too much Vanity! too little Grace 

She might have thought the Place to public Eyes, 
Too much expos d, and fear d more lurking Spies ' 
But, had all Things united well, taſſure 
Such Sparks were ſecret, and the Place ſecure; 
To have withdrawn, and made a cold Excuſe, 
That then alone cou'd have been thought Abuſe ! 
Thus, in Deſpite of what the Weak believe, 
Whom ſtill Appearance, and Pretence deceive; 
As in a faithful Mirror, may be ſeen, 


W hat the moſt Famous were, or wou'd have been. 
Now let us caſt a View a-croſs the Main, 
Where Ladies errant rove, for Love, or Gain; 


C Ob- 
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Obſerve their Actions there, nor think it ſtrange, 


That there alike untam d Deſires ſnou d range; > 
Not Clime and Diſtance, Inclination change“ 2 
A Lady fair, to wealthy India Shore, 
Herſelf and Reputation carry d Ser 3. 
Unſoil'd ; was Proof to All that Man coud hs . 
Dety'd che Captain, and his boiſt rous Crew 1 
This valiant Dame (engag'd in ſolemn Vows): : 
Became a ſplendid Merchant's virtuous Spouſe ; 
Then, caſt her ſeeming Modeſty aſide, : 
And chang'd her Carriage like the Wind or Tide; 2 
Reſolv d (of a Commodity poſſeſs d) 

To traffick there as freely as the beſt: _ 

As they ſought Riches, ſhe purſu'd Delight, 

And came not thither to reſign her Right; 
Op'ning herWare-houſe yellow,black, and brown; 
Goods of all Colour, Sort and Size, went down: 
Her Husband, finding Nothing wou'd reclaim, 
In her own Way, indulg'd the lib'ral Dame ; 
Yielded to her extraordinay Will, 


And vow'd he'd give her (if he cou * her Fill; 
To 


* A Story well known at FOR in the Eaſt Indies. 


[11] 
To this Intent, he brought a dozen Blacks ; © * 
Furniſh'd with brawny Limbs and vig rous Bachs; 
Ships ſtrongly built; well-maſted, large and tall; 
And her extended Port receiv'd chem all! 

How far is ſtretch'd thy circulating Fame? 
Oh! rampant and triumphant Britiſb Dame! 
Confeſsd by All, on Cormandella's Shore, 

The freeſt Trader! and ſubſtantial'ſt Whore ! 

He who wou'd know what Women truly are, 
Muſt read them backward, like a Witch's Pray'r ; 
They're found the very oppoſite Extream 
Of what they paſs for, and wou d fainly ſeem 255 
Here Nature juggling ſhews her flight of Hand; 
Which, who admires, mult little underſtand ! 
This makes them fond of Fools, and loath at Hea 175 
All Men of Underſtanding and Deſert: 

Like Batu and Owls, they chuſe the Gloomof N ight, 

And fly from Reaſo! ons well diſcov ring g Light. 
Now let us take a ſhort and gen ral View 

Of what They in religious Matters do; 

When free from private Aim, or public Fear, 


Unvaild, or undiſguis d their practices appear: 
Moſt 


Enn 
Moſt, who are thought but tolerably fair, 
Frequent the Church but their Behaviours there! 
They ſhew, with modeſt Zeal, their ſpruce Attires ; 
And each ſubmiſſively, herſelf admires ; 
Ogles the Croud, and whiſp'ring ſcatters Blame, 
On ev'ry Neighbour's Dreſs, or Face, or Fame: 
'T1s made convenient like a Ball, or Play, 


LE 


To paſs unprofitable Hours away; 
To plot, ſalute; to ſee and to be ſeen; 
Or cure by Sleep, the Vapours, or the Spleen: 
Some few indeed, with more Deyotion make 
Their Progreſs thither for the Preacher's Sake; 
Becauſe the ſacerdotal Gown he wears, : 
Is Fraud's, or Frailty's Coverlet, like Theirs ; 
Becauſe Revenge, Luſt, Luxury, and Pride, 4 
In its dark Shadow copiouſly abide ; 

Becauſe He, like Themſelves, is light of Thought, 
And infinitely better fed, than taught; 

Becauſe, by Him, to the dull- headed Rout, 
Faction is broach'd, and Scandal thrown about: 
As of Gallants, the very worſt They chuſe; 
The peaceful, meek, and well diſpos d refuſe, 
The 


* 

. The Foil, the Stain, and Scum of all the reſt, 

Is, in their well-diſcerning Minds, the beſt: 
Some $0 to Church, with charitable Mind, 

To gather all reproachful Jlls They find ; 

Fix on the railing Prieſt, their ardent Eves, 

Which gliſten with acceptable Surprize ; 

If He proclaims ſome erring Mortal's Sin, 

With open Ears and Mouth, They ſuck it in; 

Such Things, I ſay, They moſt devoutly hear, 

And keep in Heart, with Chriſtian Faith and Fear; 

But if He Unions ſacred Virtues tells, 

They then are Herotichr, or nue, Rh, 

In Spain (where Mooriſn Cuſtoms are maintain d. 
And Freedom is thrò Jealouſy, reſtraind )) 
The Church is by tatriguing Females made, of 
The frequent Mart of Eoveꝰs laſcivious Trade; 
Whether ſonie Compact t to commence, they range, 
And make the Houſe of Gd he Devils Exchan ge! 

But in our Britain heretofore: might E be 
That wond Tous Thifig calld Female Piety; 
When herein Perſon d welt che Maid divine, 
And zealous Matrons viſited her Shrine; 


177 


8 When 
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When deſperately-holy Dames, immur'd 
In conſecrated Domes, their Toys ſecur'd; 
Tho, each of theſe preciſe Viragos {till 
Found ſecret Ways to gratify her Will; 
The hooded Monk, and eke the cowled Friar 
Often accommodated her Deſire; 11 5 
For, tho' free Commerce with the World was 

ſtopp'd, 1 
And public Trade forbid They nt 
Tho this Immurement was a meer Pretence, 


Nor "ſuited real Piety, or Senſe : 
If " to celeſtial Love- inclin'd, 


She has no Cauſe ſeducing b. Man to . DN Us, 
No Mortal is ſufficient Rival here! TIO af 
She may her Duty, chus reſoly'd, Md "I 
And be reſtrain d, altho She lives at large; 
But, tho cloſe- pent, if filld with. looſe Delires, 

What Priſon can reſtrain impetuous Fires? 
Vet not to take Advantage. of the Crimes, el 


Committed in the Dusk of former Th nes ; - 
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5 [45] 
Let Us, with ſtrict and with impartial Care, 
Briefly remark what modern Zealots are. 
Many renounce the tempting World conſtrain d 

With Will averſe, and with Devotion feign'd; 

In few the Flames of pure Religion riſe, 

And ſcarce prevail upon the Rich or Wiſe. 
Few leave dear Pomp, who pompous Things poſſeſs, 
Or Sin abhor, who freely can tranſgreſs; 

Why ſhoud they waſt their Lives in fruitleſs Pray'r? 

Seek future Joys, who here Enjoyments ſhare * ? 


But, wretched Nymphs, whom cruel Love has 
croſs d, 


Their maiden Toys, or Reputations lof'd ; 

Who are in Mind, or Body, thus diſtreſsd, 
WithWeight of Poverty (that sConſcience pres d.) 
Helpleſs alas! They're to Devotion driven! 

And, for the World unfit ! reſign d to Heay' n 

If ever any voluntar ly chooſe e 

To bind Themſelves in this religious Nooſe, 
*'Tis-eer the Fervor of Deſire they n 

Before —— Site or Sp ar 
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* „The modern Nuns in Foreign _ 


[ 16 ] 


And then devout the gen'rous Things commence, 
For want of Appetite! or want of Senſe! 
Well-tare the merry Rovers of the Street, 
(Who ſtrive to bite, or cully, All they meet) 
More honeſt, more religious too, are They, 
And act far more ſincerely, in their Way! 
They Satan's Inſtruments, to Satan juſt, 
Break not, by contradicting Deeds, their Truſt; 
But theſe (who make religious Form, a Fence 
F or Fraud, Diſſimulation, or Pretence J 
At once both Truth and Piety debaſe, 


Affront Religion to its very Face; 57290 
And (the Believer s eaſy Faith to rule) 


Make Heav'n itſelf their acceſſary Tool! 


Thus have I manifeſtly ſnewn their End. 
Who Chaſtity, and Janctity pretend: 


In Paradice, as Lucifer diſguis d. 
Man's Innocence, once fatally ſurpris'd; ++ 7+ - 


| To Eve, the Doctrine of Deluſion taugt 


(Fer ſince, 1mprov'd with ever Zealous Thought) 


The lurking Sex, by Stratagems like theſe: 
Upon th Unknowing, or Unguarded ſeize ; 
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[17] 

In Falſhood, thus their Uſurpation found, 
And thus become victorious, and renown'd ! 
But, did not Men to ſlaviſh Paſſion yield, 
How eaſily might They maintain the Field? 


With what Aflurance, ſpurn at threaten'd Harms; 


And ſcorn alike, their Practices, and Charms? 


That ſome of Them are fair, I mult confeſs : 


But is there not Hypocriſy in Dreſs? 


To Falſhood here, that they're reputed ſo, 


Say, do not much, even the Faireſt owe? 
Falſe is their Beauty Falſhood is their Trade! 
They ſeem for That, and for Perdition made! 


_ How then, can ſuch deluſive Toys as Theſe, 


Allure the Gen'rous? the Diſcerning pleaſe? 


Our native Right, audaciouſly controul * 2 
And into Bauen ſink the noble Soul? 


Oh, had th Ingenious, and the Brave, the Care, 
Well to regard what uch unfeign dly are; 


THEF: d break che Set 2 Womankin 1 
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et, if among the ſoft Inveiglers, are 24-4 

Any 1incerely Good, compleatly Fair; | 

In Thoſe ( far diſtinguiſh'd from the Reſt) 
The bold Advent'rer may be ſafe and bleit : 

But, as a Merchant (who deſigns for Gain, 1 

To truſt Himſelf, and Treaſure, to the Main): - 
Firſt, ponders well what proper Courſe to ſteer,, 
And be from Rocks and Sands, ſecurely clear; 


Moſt circumſpect behoves the Man to be, 
Who truſts FHmſelf to this uncertain Sea; -, 
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Let Him, his Faculties of Mind awake, BITING 
His Reaſon uſe, and ſtrict Enquires 2 N. Wotl 
To ſhun the dreadful Mobs, 
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